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~ Reasons not to attack Iraq

* gut. An attack on Baghdad woul

By Dario R'ivulta
Special to laly Daily

A
TR or sofme time, a US. military
attack on lrag bas been in the air,
Relidble sources indicate that the
moment may come this autumn, When
the meteorological and political ¢li-
mates will be perfect — a few weqks of
raids amid clear skies, delivering a|dose-
of patriotism just before mid-term
tions in America. :
It might be useful to analyzs

what the consequences of an attack on

.Iraq could be," ¥

This time, the prospect is quite differ-
ent from the Guif War in 1991 and the
bombing of Afghanistan last year| Very
complex geopolitical contexts and|rarn-
ifications ought to counsel against any
attack, although whether they will suf-
“fice to stop unilateral American gction
Is certainly in doubt.

First of all, ary equation between
Iraq and Afghanistan should be juled
not

H res-

be able to count on a corapact an
olute intermational coalition likd the
one mustered a few' months| ago
against the Taliban regime. There s
another difference: Kabul was vulriera-
ble and disorganized, while Baghdad,
fromr a military and instituliomF hoint:
of view, is solidly in the hands of] Sad-
dam Hussein. . ;

Secondly, there is a big difference this
time compared to 1991, Any gttack
today would have to include the defin-
itive political elimination of Hussein.
There -are two possible scenariop for
- that: he could be replaced by a pgrson

recognized as authoritative both ifside

and outside the countty and the|con-

- text of Middle Eastern politics; or the

Iraﬂ»l state could collapse.
There is no evidence that a pers
. leadership group ‘with the nec
' authority exists today.
~ As a result, a conflict could Quite
robably lead to the end of Iraq ak it is
Enown today, and the birth of a|Kut-
dish state in its northern reaches.
" This would have grave consequences.
Even though Washington has asjured

pn or
sary

elee- -

just -

Turkey that no independent Kurdish
state will be set up along its borders,
and notwithstanding frequent reliance
on factional divisions among Kurds, it is
clear that bringing Hussein down
would require mobilizing the people in
northern Iraq for military action. It can't
be ruled out that this itself would, at
least provisionally, galvanize the Kurds

into greater unity and prompt them to:

institutionalize the independence that
they already exercise in fact.

The presence of such a neighboring
state would push Ankara towards
reater repression against Turkey's own
urds, and would ‘foster authoritarian
trends.aiming to maintaining the terri-
torial unity of Turkey and discouraging

its Kurdish citizens from trying to par- -

ticipate in the birth of a pan-Kurdish
state in the region.

Such an authoritarlan drift would be
a disaster for Turkey, and would cer-
tainly postpone any talk of its eventual
entry into the European Union.

The disappearance of Iraq would also
be noticed by Iran, which since Ayatol-
lah ‘Khomeini's 1979 revolution and
perhaps even before has always sought

" to exercise hegemony over the region.
As Teheran's primary counterweight in
this desire has been Jraq, the latter's co)-
lapse would create a local political vac-
uum enormously to the advantage of
Itan, and much to the horror of the
equally ambitious Saudis,

Only a lengthy American military
occupation could counter Iran's hege-
monic aspirations. But that is unthink-
able, both due to its costs and the pre-
dictable reaction it would spark in near
by Arab countries. '

Thq feelings of its Arab friends ought
to dissuade Washington from. any
attack on ‘Ifaq, whicﬁ would futther
ignite, exacerbated and radicalize the

rab masses who are already dissatis-
fied with their own governments. That
is especially true in.Saudi Arabia, where

" the rayal family is already facing latent
tensions —.a recent poll found that 60
percent of the kingdom's subjects hate
Arhericans and 49 percent loathe the
West in general®— 3nd also-in Egypt

Jower . house and

and Syria and other countries along the
Mediterranean, where officials are in
different ways forced to confront a
public opinion that is easy prey for fun-
damentalist and anti-Western feelings.

These are matters of serious concern,
especially if the Palestinian question is
not resolved soon.

One final point of worry regards Rus-
sia, which has already declared itself
against any attack on'lraq. If Washing-
ton proceeds with*its reported plans,
Moscow might well become the rally-
ing point of the many countries that
oppose the operation, and so could
retufn to its old Soviet role as a leader
of weaker nations and the mascot of
antiimperialism.

I believe all of these questions have to
be addressed clearly by anyone plan-
ning to move on Baghdad. Is eliminat-
ing Hussein really worth all the future
troubles that act would likely create,
from Russia’s resumed leadership of
developing nations, an intensification of
the confrontation between the West -
and the lslamic world, the dampening
of Turkey's .trend towards European-
style democracy, the destabilization of
moderate Arab governments and more
general conflict in a region already riv-
en by it? ,

Béfore even responding to those
questions, those deciding on military
action against lraq — America alone, or
perhaps an international alliance that is
very difficult to irnagine. — would have
to be very confident of thejr ability to
mobilize the public opinion of their
own citizens. ’

But with the long shadow of Sept. 11
beginning to fade, how would Western
public opinion react when Hussein
inevitably musters civilins as hurmnan
shields? That's yet another reason
advising against military action on
Baghdad. .
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